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Under the corn and soybean fields of southern Minnesota lies the memory of vast, age-old wetlands, drained
away over the last 130 years in the name of agricultural progress. But not everyone saw wetlands as
wasteland. Before 1900, Freeborn County's Big Marsh provided a wealth of resources for the neighboring
communities. Families hunted its immense flocks of migrating waterfowl, fished its waters, trapped muskrats
and mink, and harvested wood and medicinal plants. As farmland prices rose, however, the value of the land
under the water became more attractive to people with capital. While residents fought bitterly, powerful
outside investors overrode local opposition and found a way to drain 18,000 acres of wetland at public
expense.

Author Cheri Register stumbled upon her great-grandfather's scathing critique of the draining and was
intrigued. Following the clues he left, she uncovers the stories of life on the Big Marsh and of the
"connivers" who plotted its end: the Minneapolis land developer, his local fixer, an Illinois banker, and the
lovelorn local lawyer who did their footwork.

The Big Marsh, an environmental history told from a personal point of view, shows the enduring value of
wild places and the importance of the fight to preserve them, both then and now.
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From reader reviews:

Sonia Shipley:

The knowledge that you get from The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape could be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone
who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost
Landscape instantly.

Georgette Tang:

This book untitled The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Mary Killgore:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to reading
a book. The book The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Harold Smith:

The book untitled The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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