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Examines the relationship of precarious employment to state policies on citizenship and social inclusion in
the context of postapartheid South Africa.

Millions of black South African workers struggled against apartheid to redeem employment and production
from a history of abuse, insecurity, and racial despotism. Almost two decades later, however, the prospects
of a dignified life of wage-earning work remain unattainable for most South Africans. Through extensive
archival and ethnographic research, Franco Barchiesi documents and interrogates this important dilemma in
the country’s democratic transition: economic participation has gained centrality in the government’s
definition of virtuous citizenship, and yet for most workers, employment remains an elusive and insecure
experience. In a context of market liberalization and persistent social and racial inequalities, as jobs in South
Africa become increasingly flexible, fragmented, and unprotected, they depart from the promise of work
with dignity and citizenship rights that once inspired opposition to apartheid. Barchiesi traces how the
employment crisis and the responses of workers to it challenge the state’s normative imagination of work,
and raise decisive questions for the social foundations and prospects of South Africa’s democratic
experiment.

Franco Barchiesi is Assistant Professor in the Department of African-American and African Studies at the
Ohio State University. He is the coeditor (with Tom Bramble) of Rethinking the Labour Movement in the
‘New South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Glady Curry:

This Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South
Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa
(SUNY series in Global Modernity) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested
Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) can bring once you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in
Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ann Ginsberg:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Precarious
Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series
in Global Modernity).

Clarence Cavins:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Precarious
Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series
in Global Modernity) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Paul Breen:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and
Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) was colorful



and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and
Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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