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Master Bible scholar and teacher Marc Brettler argues that today’s contemporary readers can only
understand the ancient Hebrew Scripture by knowing more about the culture that produced it. And so Brettler
unpacks the literary conventions, ideological assumptions, and historical conditions that inform the biblical
text and demonstrates how modern critical scholarship and archaeological discoveries shed light on this
fascinating and complex literature.

Brettler surveys representative biblical texts from different genres to illustrate how modern scholars have
taught us to “read” these texts. Using the “historical-critical method” long popular in academia, he guides us
in reading the Bible as it was read in the biblical period, independent of later religious norms and interpretive
traditions. Understanding the Bible this way lets us appreciate it as an interesting text that speaks in multiple
voices on profound issues.

This book is the first “Jewishly sensitive” introduction to the historical-critical method. Unlike other
introductory texts, the Bible that this book speaks about is the Jewish one—with the three-part TANAKH
arrangement, the sequence of books found in modern printed Hebrew editions, and the chapter and verse
enumerations used in most modern Jewish versions of the Bible. In an afterword, the author discusses how
the historical-critical method can help contemporary Jews relate to the Bible as a religious text in a more
meaningful way.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this How to Read the Bible.

Daniel Bravo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book How to Read the Bible. All type
of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Gerri Townsend:

The experience that you get from How to Read the Bible could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but How to Read the Bible giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific How to Read the Bible instantly.

Raymond Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually How to Read the Bible.
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