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Is a total renunciation of clothing a prerequisite to attaining salvation? In Gender and Salvation, P. S. Jaini
brings to light heretofore untranslated texts centering on a centuries-old debate between the two principal
Jaina sects, the Digambaras and the Svetambaras. At the core of the debate is the question: should gender-
based differences of biology and life experience condition or limit an individual's ability to accomplish the
ultimate religious goal?

For the Digambaras, the example of total nudity set by Mahavira (599-527 B.C.), the central spiritual figure
of Jainism, mandates an identical practice for all who aspire to the highest levels of religious attainment. For
the Svetambaras, the renunciation necessary occurs purely on an internal level and is neither affected nor
confirmed by the absence of clothes. Both sects agree, however, that nudity is not permitted for women
under any circumstances. The Digambaras, therefore, believe that a woman cannot attain salvation, while the
Svetambaras believe they can. Through their analysis of this dilemma, the Jaina thinkers whose texts are
translated here demonstrate a level of insight into the material and spiritual constraints on women that
transcends the particular question of salvation and relates directly to current debates on the effects of gender
in our own society.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Gender
and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women.

Aaron Eldred:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the
Spiritual Liberation of Women can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Robert Burmeister:

The book untitled Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
study.

Clarissa Holland:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women
this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.



The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.
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