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Speeches of praise and blame constituted a form of oratory put to brilliant and creative use in the classical
Greek period (fifth to fourth century BC) and the Roman imperial period (first to fourth century AD), and
they have influenced public speakers through all the succeeding ages. Yet unlike the other classical genres of
rhetoric, epideictic rhetoric remains something of a mystery. It was the least important genre at the start of
Greek oratory, but its role grew exponentially in subsequent periods, even though epideictic orations were
not meant to elicit any action on the part of the listener, as judicial and deliberative speeches attempted to do.
So why did the ancients value the oratory of praise so highly?

In Epideictic Rhetoric, Laurent Pernot offers an authoritative overview of the genre that surveys its history in
ancient Greece and Rome, its technical aspects, and its social function. He begins by defining epideictic
rhetoric and tracing its evolution from its first realizations in classical Greece to its eloquent triumph in the
Greco-Roman world. No longer were speeches limited to tribunals, assemblies, and courts—they now
involved ceremonies as well, which changed the political and social implications of public speaking. Pernot
analyzes the techniques of praise, both as stipulated by theoreticians and as practiced by orators. He
describes how epideictic rhetoric functioned to give shape to the representations and common beliefs of a
group, render explicit and justify accepted values, and offer lessons on new values. Finally, Pernot
incorporates current research about rhetoric into the analysis of praise.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Munoz:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Epideictic Rhetoric: Questioning the Stakes of Ancient Praise (Ashley and Peter Larkin
Series in Greek and Roman Culture).

Loren Velasco:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Epideictic Rhetoric:
Questioning the Stakes of Ancient Praise (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Epideictic Rhetoric: Questioning the Stakes of Ancient Praise (Ashley and
Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) become your own personal starter.

Clyde Okane:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Epideictic Rhetoric: Questioning the
Stakes of Ancient Praise (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Melinda McKinney:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Epideictic Rhetoric:
Questioning the Stakes of Ancient Praise (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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