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Is it possible to explain and predict the development of living things? What is development? Articulate
answers to these seemingly innocuous questions are far from straightforward. To date, no systematic,
targeted effort has been made to construct a unifying theory of development. This novel work offers a unique
exploration of the foundations of ontogeny by asking how the development of living things should be
understood. It explores the key concepts of
developmental biology, asks whether general principles of development can be discovered, and examines the
role of models and theories.

The two editors (one a biologist with long interest in the theoretical aspects of his discipline, the other a
philosopher of science who has mainly worked on biological systems) have assembled a team of leading
contributors who are representative of the scientific and philosophical community within which a diversity of
thoughts are growing, and out of which a theory of development may eventually emerge. They analyse a
wealth of approaches to concepts, models and theories of development, such as
gene regulatory networks, accounts based on systems biology and on physics of soft matter, the different
articulations of evolution and development, symbiont-induced development, as well as the widely discussed
concepts of positional information and morphogenetic field, the idea of a 'programme' of
development and its critiques, and the long-standing opposition between preformationist and epigenetic
conceptions of development.

Towards a Theory of Development is primarily aimed at students and researchers in the fields of 'evo-devo',
developmental biology, theoretical biology, systems biology, biophysics, and the philosophy of science.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Towards a Theory of Development. Try to make book Towards a
Theory of Development as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Laura Grier:

This Towards a Theory of Development book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Towards a
Theory of Development without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Towards a Theory of Development can bring if you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Towards a Theory of Development having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Henry Woods:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Towards a Theory of Development can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Corey Mason:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Towards a Theory of Development e-book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Towards a Theory of Development as good book not just by
the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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