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"A truly pioneering work, perhaps the first by a practicing archaeologist to review coherently the
evolution of human cognitive abilities." ?Colin Renfrew, author of Before Civilization and Archaeology
and Language

Here is an exhilarating intellectual performance, in the tradition of Roger Penrose's The Emperor's New Mind
and Steven Pinker's The Language Instinct. On the way to showing how the world of our ancient ancestors
shaped our modern modular mind, Steven Mithen shares one provocative insight after another as he answers
a series of fascinating questions:

Were our brains hard-wired in the Pleistocene Era by the needs of hunter-gatherers?●

 When did religious beliefs first emerge?●

Why were the first paintings made by humankind so technically accomplished and expressive?●

What can the sexual habits of chimpanzees tell us about the prehistory of the modern mind?●

This is the first archaeological account to support the new modular concept of the mind. The concept,
promulgated by cognitive and evolutionary psychologists, views the mind as a collection of specialized
intelligences or "cognitive domains," somewhat like a Swiss army knife with its specialized blades and tools.
Arguing that only archaeology can answer many of the key questions raised by the new concept, Mithen
delineates a three-phase sequence for the mind's evolution over six million years?from early Homo in Africa
to the ice-age Neanderthals to our modern modular minds. The Prehistory of the Mind is an intriguing and
challenging explanation of what it means to be human, a bold new theory about the origins and nature of the
mind.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and
Science.

Theodore Huff:

The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science but doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Susan Rogers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion
and Science why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Patrice Eubanks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Prehistory of the Mind: The
Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science.
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