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On December 10, 2010, on stage in Oslo City Hall, an empty chair sat before more than one thousand
people, holding only the medal and diploma of the year’s Nobel Peace Prize winner. A larger-than-life photo
of a smiling Liu Xiaobo hung in the background.

This striking image is now known throughout the world. But who is Liu Xiaobo? For the first time, this
biography by renowned Chinese author and close friend Yu Jie offers a first-hand look into the man behind
the empty chair. Dissident, prisoner, poet, scholar, Liu was compelled by intolerable circumstances to
embark on a campaign of intellectual dissent, becoming in the course of his journey a leading human rights
activist and one of the most important political figures in modern history.

In the quarter century since the Tiananmen Square massacre of 1989, Liu has been unable to lead a normal
life. In this first authorized biography, Yu traces an extraordinary man’s odyssey, from growing up in the
northeast and Inner Mongolia during the Cultural Revolution, through his meteoric rise in Beijing’s
intellectual circles and his pivotal role in the Tiananmen protests and subsequent imprisonments, to the
founding of the controversial Independent Chinese PEN and groundbreaking Charter 08, his poignant
relationship with wife Liu Xia, and winning the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. It is also a love story between two
poets who, though separated by three hundred miles and eleven years behind bars, are united in their
persistence to speak truth to power, inspiring countless others.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

With other case, little folks like to read book Steel Gate to Freedom: The Life of Liu Xiaobo. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Steel Gate to Freedom: The Life of Liu Xiaobo. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Belia Gillespie:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Steel Gate to Freedom: The Life of Liu
Xiaobo will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Blake Nixon:

Steel Gate to Freedom: The Life of Liu Xiaobo can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Steel Gate to Freedom: The
Life of Liu Xiaobo but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Alexander Ray:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Steel Gate to Freedom: The Life of Liu Xiaobo why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.
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