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"Do you know why I write so much? Because as long as you read, we are together."
-- Raizel Garncarz (Sala's sister),
April 24, 1941

Few family secrets have the power both to transform lives and to fill in crucial gaps in world history. But
then, few families have a mother and a daughter quite like Sala and Ann Kirschner. For nearly fifty years,
Sala kept a secret: She had survived five years as a slave in seven different Nazi work camps. Living in
America after the war, she kept from her children any hint of her epic, inhuman odyssey. She held on to
more than 350 letters, photographs, and a diary without ever mentioning them. Only in 1991, on the eve of
heart surgery, did she suddenly present them to Ann and offer to answer any questions her daughter wished
to ask. It was a life-changing moment for her scholar, writer, and entrepreneur daughter.

We know surprisingly little about the vast network of Nazi labor camps, where imprisoned Jews built
railroads and highways, churned out munitions and materiel, and otherwise supported the limitless needs of
the Nazi war machine. This book gives us an insider's account: Conditions were brutal. Death rates were
high. As the war dragged on and the Nazis retreated, inmates were force-marched across hundreds of miles,
or packed into cattle cars for grim journeys from one camp to another. When Sala first reported to a camp in
Geppersdorf, Poland, at the age of sixteen, she thought it would be for six weeks. Five years later, she was
still at a labor camp and only she and two of her sisters remained alive of an extended family of fifty. In the
first years of the conflict, Sala was aided by her close friend Ala Gertner, who would later lead an uprising at
Auschwitz and be executed just weeks before the liberation of that camp. Sala was also helped by other key
friends. Yet above all, she survived thanks to the slender threads of support expressed in the letters of her
friends and family. She kept them at great personal risk, and it is astonishing that she was able to receive as
many as she did. With their heartwrenching expressions of longing, love, and hope, they offer a testament to
the human spirit, an indomitable impulse even in the face of monstrosity.

Sala's Gift is a rare book, a gift from Ann to her mother, and a great gift from both women to the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

The book Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Sala's Gift:
My Mother's Holocaust Story? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and
learning books but if you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or
novel. Often the Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Katrina Scofield:

This book untitled Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Terry Buehler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust
Story book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust
Story as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break
don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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