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In Infamous Commerce, Laura J. Rosenthal uses literary and historical sources to explore the meaning of
prostitution from the Restoration through the eighteenth century, showing how both reformers and libertines
constructed the modern meaning of sex work during this period. From Grub Street's lurid "whore
biographies" to the period's most acclaimed novels, the prostitute was depicted as facing a choice between
abject poverty and some form of sex work.

Prostitution, in Rosenthal's view, confronted the core controversies of eighteenth-century capitalism: luxury,
desire, global trade, commodification, social mobility, gender identity, imperialism, self-ownership,
alienation, and even the nature of work itself. In the context of extensive research into printed accounts of
both male and female prostitution—among them sermons, popular prostitute biographies, satire,
pornography, brothel guides, reformist writing, and travel narratives—Rosenthal offers in-depth readings of
Samuel Richardson's Clarissa and Pamela and the responses to the latter novel (including Eliza Haywood's
Anti-Pamela), Bernard Mandeville's defenses of prostitution, Daniel Defoe's Roxana, Henry Fielding's Tom
Jones, and travel journals about the voyages of Captain Cook to the South Seas. Throughout, Rosenthal
considers representations of the prostitute's own sexuality (desire, revulsion, etc.) to be key parts of the
changing meaning of "the oldest profession."
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Here thing why this kind of Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and
Culture are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Infamous Commerce:
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Infamous
Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Infamous
Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture in e-book can be your alternate.

Patricia Henderson:

Often the book Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Ann Mickey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in
Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture book written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
hesitation Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture as good
book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Zachary Connors:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and
Culture when you required it?
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