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In a dual biography covering the last ten years of the lives of friends and contemporaries, writer Samuel
Clemens (aka Mark Twain) and statesman John Hay (who served as secretary of state under presidents
William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt), The Statesman and the Storyteller not only provides an
intimate look into the daily lives of these men but also creates an elucidating portrait of the United States on
the verge of emerging as a world power.

And just as the narrative details the wisdom, and the occasional missteps, of two great men during a
tumultuous time, it also penetrates the seat of power in Washington as the nation strove to make itself known
internationally--and in the process committed acts antithetical to America’s professed ideals and promises.

The country’s most significant move in this time was to go to war with Spain and to eventually wrest  control
of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. In what has to be viewed as one of the most shameful periods in
American political history, Filipinos who believed they had been promised independence were instead told
they were incapable of self-government and then violently subdued in a war that featured torture and
execution of native soldiers and civilians. The United States also used its growing military and political
might to grab the entirety of the Hawaiian Islands and a large section of Panama.

As secretary of state during this time, Hay, though a charitable man, was nonetheless complicit in these
misdeeds. Clemens, a staunch critic of his country’s imperialistic actions, was forced by his own financial
and family needs to temper his remarks. Nearing the end of their long and remarkable lives, both men found
themselves struggling to maintain their personal integrity while remaining celebrated and esteemed public
figures.

Written with a keen eye--Mark Zwonitzer is also an award-winning documentary filmmaker--and informed
by the author’s deep understanding of the patterns of history, The Statesman and the Storyteller has the
compelling pace of a novel, the epic sweep of historical writing at its best, and, in capturing the essence of
the lives of Hay and Twain, the humanity and nuance of masterful biography.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Statesman and the
Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain, and the Rise of American Imperialism suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Statesman and the Storyteller: John
Hay, Mark Twain, and the Rise of American Imperialismis one of several books that will everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Neil Myers:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain, and
the Rise of American Imperialism it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Sandra Maes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain, and the Rise of American
Imperialism this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Mike Costello:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in



the top record in your reading list is definitely The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain,
and the Rise of American Imperialism. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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