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Imagination is a complex and ambiguous culture-making power, which, while central to politics, is a rather
marginal concept in contemporary political theory. By drawing on works of modern and contemporary
Continental political philosophers, this book addresses how imagination can be both a source of freedom and
domination in liberal-democratic politics, and argues for a benign public employment of images and
narratives in a global world of diverse cultures. The challenge is not to keep contemporary politics clear of
images, but to better distinguish between benign and malign uses of creativity in the public realm.

This distinction is important because the language employed by the participants in the complex cultural
dialogue that characterizes modern plural societies is constituted by metaphors and myths, which form their
perceptions and sensibilities. The embedment of communicative practices in a society’s imaginary brings an
ambivalent psychological and emotional potential into democratic politics. Modern liberal-democracies can
shift the public employment of imagination either in a direction that increases the autonomous capacity of
individuals to engage culture and language in a creative and interactive manner in the construction of their
identities, or in a direction that increases fascination with images and myths and, consequently, the escapist
desire to pull these out of the living dialogue with others.

Turning the public work of creativity in the first direction requires a conscious change in the modern social
imaginary. This can be achieved through the aesthetic cultivation of an ethical productive imagination: both
analogical and explorative, both empathic and reflective. While capable of creatively giving utopian impetus
to politics, this imagination would also stir the individuals’ responsiveness to the particularity of others and
to their capacity to be equal and free partners in the making of a common world. An important avenue in
achieving this objective in modern liberal-democracies will be provided by the capacity of literary works to
open up public spaces of dialogue. There the renewal of the metaphors and myths that frame individual and
collective identities in a society can have transformative effects that increase the individuals’ ability for cross
cultural understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Bennett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination?. Try to face the book
Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ernesto Harrell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Lidia Mejia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Beverly Rosa:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? this e-book consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study



when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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