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Without signing the documents that would permit adoption, young Theresa Cameron's mother placed her
little daughter under the aegis of Catholic Charities, and then the mother vanished forever.

During the 1960s and 1970s this abandoned, unadoptable child was shuttled through foster homes in the
vicinity of Buffalo, N.Y. Insecure, desolate, and frightened, she was rotated through group homes and the
houses of alien families, the victim of religious hypocrisy, racial prejudice, and insult.

Theresa remained in this bleak, shame-imposing limbo until she was eighteen. Foster Care Odyssey is her
candid story.

"What little I owned," she writes, "could have fit inside my usual moving-day luggage--a couple of shopping
bags. Besides my clothing, I only had a few school supplies. Like the other girls at the group home, I
attached very little sentimental value to the items I owned. . . . The only thing of value that could not be
taken away from me were my thoughts."

Theresa places her narrative against the backdrop of the civil rights movement in blue-collar Buffalo, where
mixed-race foster homes were almost unknown and where she witnessed a welfare system that accorded only
marginal benevolence to children, particularly black children caught in the squeeze of bureaucratic
machinery.

As she passed through her turbulent teenage years, she acquired both a strong will and a tough veneer to
shield herself from the many hurts in a restrictive world infused with racism and institutional segregation.

Her coming-of-age narrative voices plainspoken criticism of the pernicious system which engulfed her and
other helpless abandoned children.

Theresa Cameron is an associate professor of planning in the College of Architecture and Environmental
Design at Arizona State University. She has been published in the Journal of Health and Social Policy,
Policy Studies Journal, and Landscape and Urban Planning.

Copublished with the Center for American Places
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Cleveland:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have
to answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Foster Care
Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) to read.

Donna Vazquez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Foster Care Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)
as the daily resource information.

Mary McClellan:

The e-book with title Foster Care Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Gene Green:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for your
requirements is Foster Care Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)
this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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