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In the fifteenth century, the princess Chokyi Dronmawas told by the leading spiritual masters of her time
that she was the embodiment of the ancient Indian tantric deity Vajravarahi, known in Tibetan as Dorje
Phagmo, the Thunderbolt Female Pig. After suffering a great personal tragedy, Chokyi Dronma renounced
her royal status to become anun, and, in turn, the tantric consort of three outstanding religious masters of her
era. After her death, Chokyi Dronma's masters and disciples recognized ayoung girl as her reincarnation, the
firstin along, powerful, and influential female lineage. Today, the twelfth Samding Dorje Phagmo leads the
Samding monastery and is a high government cadre in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

Hildegard Diemberger builds her book around the trandlation of the first biography of Chokyi Dronma
recorded by her disciplesin the wake of her death. The account reveals an extraordinary phenomenon:
although it had been believed that women in Tibet were not allowed to obtain full ordination equivalent to
monks, Chokyi Dronma not only persuaded one of the highest spiritual teachers of her erato give her full
ordination but also established orders for other women practitioners and became so revered that she was
officially recognized as one of two principal spiritual heirsto her main master.

Diemberger offers anumber of theoretical arguments about the importance of reincarnation in Tibetan
society and religion, the role of biographiesin establishing a lineage, the necessity for religious teachers to
navigate complex networks of political and financial patronage, the cultural and social innovation linked to
the revival of ancient Buddhist civilizations, and the role of women in Buddhism. Four introductory, stage-
setting chapters precede the biography, and four concluding chapters discuss the establishment of the
reincarnation lineage and the role of the current incarnation under the peculiarly contradictory communist
system.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Brill:

The book When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet giveyou a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make examining a book When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of
Tibet to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
ae-book When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Gregory Rivera:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled When a Woman Becomes a Religious
Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Lily Tarver:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love When a Woman Becomes a
Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

James Stevens.

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo
of Tibet wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big



selling point of abook, you can really feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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