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 Everything has a price, but it isn't always obvious what that price is.

Many of the prices we pay seem to make little sense. We shell out $2.29 for a coffee at Starbucks when a
nearly identical brew can be had at the corner deli for less than a dollar. We may be less willing to give blood
for $25 than to donate it for free. Americans hire cheap illegal immigrants to fix the roof or mow the lawn,
and vote for politicians who promise to spend billions to keep them out of the country. And citizens of the
industrialized West pay hundreds of dollars a year in taxes or cash for someone to cart away trash that would
be a valuable commodity in poorer parts of the world.

The Price of Everything starts with a simple premise: there is a price behind each choice that we make,
whether we're deciding to have a baby, drive a car, or buy a book. We often fail to appreciate just how
critical prices are as a motivating force shaping our lives. But their power becomes clear when distorted
prices steer our decisions the wrong way.

Eduardo Porter uncovers the true story behind the prices we pay and reveals what those prices are actually
telling us. He takes us on a global economic adventure, from comparing the relative price of a vote in corrupt
São Tomé and in the ostensibly uncorrupt United States, to assessing the cost of happiness in Bhutan, to
deducing the dollar value we assign to human life. His unique approach helps explain: * Why polygamous
societies actually place a higher value on women than monogamous ones. * Why someone may find more
value in a $14 million license plate than the standard issue, $95 one. * Why some government agencies
believe one year of life for a senior citizen is four times more valuable than that of a younger person.

Porter weaves together the constant-and often unconscious-cost and value assessments we all make every
day. While exploring the fascinating story behind the price of everything from marriage and death to
mattresses and horsemeat, Porter draws unexpected connections that bridge a wide range of disciplines and
cultures. The result is a cogent and insightful narrative about how the world really works.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

The book with title The Price of Everything: Finding Method in the Madness of What Things Cost has a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Blake Nixon:

This The Price of Everything: Finding Method in the Madness of What Things Cost is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Price of Everything: Finding Method in the Madness of What Things Cost
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Catherine Hershey:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for you is The Price of Everything: Finding Method in the Madness of What Things Cost
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all
of you.

Walter Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something



by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Price of
Everything: Finding Method in the Madness of What Things Cost.
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