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The Hot House is in part a manifesto and in part a noncanonical history of the most progressive and heretical
experimentsin the applied arts and design. Covering two centuries of avant-garde designs, but concentrating
on the 1950s to the present, the book looks at architecture and urban design as well as graphic, interior,
exhibit, industrial, and fashion design. It discusses the role that such magazines as Casabella, Domus, and
Modo have played on this lively front, and provides an insider's view of such figures and groups as
Alessandro Mendini, Gaetano Pesce, Alychmia, Global Tools, Michele De Lucchi, Ettore Sottsass, and—the
design world's hot new movement—Memphis. It also elucidates such concepts as banal design, soft design,
radical architecture, and color cultures, and relates these and other design developments to social and
political issues.

Protagonist of many of these experiments, Andrea Branzi calls for atheory and practice in which the old
methods and instruments—pencil, square, and compass—are rendered obsolete, and the formal
commandments of modernism—comfort, function, and style—are banished. If Branzi's vision of the new
domestic landscape bears any relation to the future home, the places we live and objects around us are on the
verge of being radically transformed.

The Hot House dramatically expands the theoretical and operative limits of design. While precedentsto I
Nuovo Design (The New Design) can be found in everything from Art Deco to De Stijl to Pop Art to
Cdliforniafunk, Italy isthe center of this new phenomenon and the "hot house" of its most intense activity.
Beginning in the 1960s, there emerged a number of design studios that went by names like Archizoom, 9999,
Superstudio, and UFQO; their products redefined the basic architecture of furniture and clothing and
polemicized an entire discipline.
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From reader reviews:
Crystal Parrish:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want
this The Hot House: Italian New Wave Design.

Frank Botelho:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Hot House: Italian New Wave Design will make
you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Rebecca Beal:

The particular book The Hot House: Italian New Wave Design will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Hot House: Italian New Wave
Design is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can a so get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Robert McCauley:

The actual book The Hot House: Italian New Wave Design has alot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this article book.
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