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In a lively re-examination of the British collectors who bankrupted themselves to possess antique marble
statues, Owning the Past chronicles a story of pride, rivalry, snobbery, and myopic obsession with posterity
and possession. Analyzing the motives that drove “Marble Mania” in England from the 17th through the
early 19th century, Ruth Guilding examines how the trend of collecting antique sculpture entrenches the
ideals of connoisseurship and taste, exacerbates socioeconomic inequities, and serves nationalist propaganda.
Even today, for the individuals or regimes that possess them, classical statuary performs as a symbol of
authority or as the trophies of a “civilized” power. From Adolf Hitler posing for the press beside an ancient
copy of Myron’s Discobolus to the 2002 sale of the Newby Venus for a record price of about $13 million to
the Emir of Qatar, marble mania remains unabated. With insider access to private collections, Guilding
writes with verve and searing insight into this absorbing fixation.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

The e-book with title Owning the Past: Why the English Collected Antique Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul
Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Terry Carr:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. Owning the Past: Why the English Collected Antique Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul Mellon Centre
for Studies in British Art) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.

Jordan Moore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Owning the Past: Why the English Collected Antique
Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) or others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Owning the Past: Why the
English Collected Antique Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Cheri Adamo:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Owning the Past: Why the English
Collected Antique Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) to make your
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Owning the
Past: Why the English Collected Antique Sculpture, 1640–1840 (Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British
Art) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this



time.
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