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Norwood Russell Hanson was a seminal figure in post-war philosophy and history of science. His major
works, Patterns of Discovery and The Concept of the Positron, are landmarks in conceptual analysis and the
historical case-study approach in the philosophy of science.

This book provides the first comprehensive and exclusive treatment of Hanson’s philosophy. While his
thought has often been discussed in connection with Thomas Kuhn’s picture of science, the rationality of
discovery, and concept formation in science, Hanson’s philosophy as a whole has not received adequate
attention.

In addition to providing an extended biographical treatment of this larger-than-life thinker, author Matthew
D. Lund presents a nuanced and historical approach to Hanson’s central philosophical concerns. These
include the relation of theory and observation, normative and descriptive analysis, scientific objectivity, the
logic of discovery, and the conceptual development of quantum theory. Lund also examines Hanson’s work
in the history of science and his attempts to integrate history and philosophy of science.

By clarifying Hanson’s intellectual influences and the intentions behind his philosophical activity, Lund
argues that Hanson’s philosophical approach is much more unified and distinctive than is generally
recognized. In particular, it is shown that Hanson’s theory of observation, his logic of discovery program,
and his work in the history and historiography of science, are closely interrelated and interdependent
projects.

Finally, this book demonstrates that Hanson’s epistemic framework couples nicely with contemporary
cognitive scientific accounts of analogy, conceptual structure, and problem solving to provide an accurate
and fruitful account of the epistemology of science.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book N. R. Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and Scientific
Change. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book N. R. Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and Scientific Change. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Albert Gilchrist:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific N. R. Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and Scientific
Change to read.

Kellie Smith:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book N. R. Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and Scientific Change it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.

Brian Scheele:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book N. R. Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and
Scientific Change was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book N. R.
Hanson: Observation, Discovery, and Scientific Change has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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