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The end of the Cold War was supposed to bring a "peace dividend" and the opportunity to redirect military
policy in the United States. Instead, according to Daniel Wirls, American politics following the Cold War
produced dysfunctional defense policies that were exacerbated by the war on terror. Wirls’s critical historical
narrative of the politics of defense in the United States during this "decade of neglect" and the military
buildup in Afghanistan and Iraq explains how and why the U.S. military has become bloated and aimless and
what this means for long-term security.

Examining the recent history of U.S. military spending and policy under presidents George H. W. Bush, Bill
Clinton, and George W. Bush, Wirls finds that although spending decreased from the close of the first Bush
presidency through the early years of Clinton’s, both administrations preferred to tinker at the edges of
defense policy rather than redefine it. Years of political infighting escalated the problem, leading to a
military policy stalemate as neither party managed to craft a coherent, winning vision of national security.
Wirls argues that the United States has undermined its own long-term security through profligate and often
counterproductive defense policies while critical national problems have gone unmitigated and unsolved.

This unified history of the politics of U.S. military policy from the end of the Cold War through the
beginning of the Obama presidency provides a clear picture of why the United States is militarily powerful
but "otherwise insecure."
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from
Reagan to Obama to read.

Katy Pinkham:

This Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama
without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama can bring when you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Russell Belcher:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama.

Willis Harrington:

This Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama is new way for you who has interest
to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Irrational Security:
The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You



can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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