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"It is one of the happy incidents of the federal system," Justice Louis Brandeis wrote in 1932, "that a single
courageous state may, if its citizens choose, serve as a laboratory, and try novel social and economic
experiments without risk to the rest of the country." It is one of the features of federalism in our day, Paul
Nolette counters, that these "laboratories of democracy," under the guidance of state attorneys general, are
more apt to be dictating national policy than conducting contained experiments. In Federalism on Trial,
Nolette presents the first broadscale examination of the increasingly nationalized political activism of state
attorneys general. Focusing on coordinated state litigation as a form of national policymaking, his book
challenges common assumptions about the contemporary nature of American federalism.

In the tobacco litigation of the 1990s, a number of state attorneys general managed to reshape one of
America's largest industries—all without the involvement of Congress or the executive branch. This instance
of prosecution as a form of regulation is just one case among many in the larger story of American state
development. Federalism on Trial shows how new social policy regimes of the 1960s and 1970s—adopting
national objectives such as cleaner air, wider access to health care, and greater consumer
protections—promoted both "adversarial legalism" and new forms of "cooperative federalism" that enhanced
the powers and possibilities open to state attorneys general. Nolette traces this trend—as AGs took advantage
of these new circumstances and opportunities—through case studies involving drug pricing, environmental
policy, and health care reform.

The result is the first full account—far-reaching and finely detailed—of how, rather than checking national
power or creating productive dialogue between federal and state policymakers, the federalism exercised by
state attorneys general frequently complicates national regulatory regimes and seeks both greater policy
centralization and a more extensive reach of the American regulatory state.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Floyd:

This Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary America
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Federalism on Trial: State
Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary America without we realize teach the one
who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Federalism on Trial: State
Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary America can bring whenever you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary
America having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eddie McCoy:

Typically the book Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in
Contemporary America will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary America is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Dona Cole:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Federalism on Trial: State
Attorneys General and National Policymaking in Contemporary America which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Stephen Harvey:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in
Contemporary America. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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