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A TIME MACHINE COULD TAKE US NO CLOSER! Synopsis of The Mule Shoe by Perry Trouche Give
a nearsighted child glasses for the first time and what you'll hear immediately is "I can see the leaves". This
sudden clarity strikes the protagonist Conner DuMont in the final chapter of The Mule Shoe but it comes
with a price. The dogma, promises and tradition of the past are gone. He can no longer go on doing things
the way they have always been done. With this change comes awareness of his conformity and acquiescence
to a society built on evil. The Mule Shoe is Conner's journey through his subconscious that takes him, past
and present, through beliefs and memories to final acceptance of a new era built on truth. The trauma of the
horror of combat hastens the process. Like the peeling of an onion causing tears, Conner's gradual descent
into his mind unleashes emotions that overwhelm reality. The story is set at the battle of Spotsylvania,
Virginia, in 1864 during the American Civil War, but Conner's mental journey encompasses his childhood
on the sea islands of South Carolina, the recent death of his cousin for which he blames himself, and the
fantasy of life through the eyes of the common soldiers he meets. He struggles to stay in the present but
death, and the fear surrounding it, propel him into a dream world of memories, real and imagined. His day to
day reality is increasingly bombarded with hallucinations in which the significant people of his past and
present deliver a running commentary on his life. As the combat worsens at the Muleshoe Salient, he is
unable to differentiate reality from delusion. He creates a world of calming touch to replace the insanity of
war, readily embracing the delusion of soothing affection to overcome mind numbing savagery. The final
acts of killing sever his last tie to his prior life. He retreats physically from battle as he wanders mentally in
search of acceptance and peace. As he has learned to kill in reality, he finds he must do the same in his
delusional world. The power to kill is the evil on which his world has been built. The final act of killing a
childhood friend is so repugnant that it frees him from all attachment to his past. He accepts peace as he
would use clear, cold water to rinse an open wound. Hope for life and peace replaces the misery of war. The
Mule Shoe is twenty-four chapters, half of which are in the present, June 1864, and half, flashbacks and
fantasy. The historical accuracy has been well researched and the emotional journey based on the author's
extensive experience as a psychiatrist.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Bernal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Mule Shoe, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Charles Wagoner:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Mule Shoe it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Emmett Willett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Mule Shoe why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rodney Natale:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Mule Shoe offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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