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In 1860, Queen Victoria sent her eighteen-year-old son, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, on a goodwill
mission to Canada and the United States. The young heir-apparent (later King Edward VII) had not yet
gained his reputation as a fashion setter and rake, but he nevertheless attracted enormous crowds both in
Canada, where it was the first royal visit, and in the United States. Civic leaders hosted the visitor in princely
style, decorating their towns with triumphal arches and organizing royal entries, public processions,
openings, and grand balls.

In Royal Spectacle, Ian Radforth recreates these displays of civic pride by making use of the many public
and private accounts of them, and he analyses the heated controversies the visit provoked. When
communities rushed to honour the prince and put themselves on display, social divisions inadvertently
became part of the spectacle seen by the prince and described by visiting journalists. Street theatre reached a
climax in Kingston, where the Prince of Wales could not disembark from his steamer because of the defiance
of thousands of Orangemen dressed in their brilliant regalia and waiving their banners.

Contemporary depictions of the tour provide an opportunity to interpret the cultural values and social
differences that shaped Canada during the Confederation decade and the United States on the eve of the Civil
War. Topics explored include Orange-Green conflict, First Nations and the politics of public display,
contested representations of race and gender, the tourist gaze, and meanings of crown and empire. An
original and erudite study, Royal Spectacle contributes greatly to historical research on public spectacle,
colonial and national identities, Britishness in the Atlantic world, and the history of the monarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

This Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of
Wales to Canada and the United States without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of
Wales to Canada and the United States can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Royal
Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States having great arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

James Murray:

This Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Royal
Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Royal Spectacle:
The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Harry Duffey:

This Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States is great reserve
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Robbie Lewis:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or



just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of
the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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