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The rat has been described as the shadow of the human. From ancient times it spread via the routes of
commerce and conquest to eventually inhabit almost every part of the world. Its impact on history has been
enormous in terms of the damage done through plague and disease, the destruction of agricultural produce,
and the infestations of cities. At the same time the rat has provided science with a huge resource for
experimentation. This highly adaptable, fertile and intelligent creature is almost universally loathed, but there
are cultures in which it is revered, even deified.This book traces the history of the human relationship with
rats from the first archaeological finds to the genetically engineered rats of the present day, describing its
role in the arts and sciences, religion and myth, psychoanalysis and medicine. The author includes wide-
ranging examples of the rat’s appearance: in literature – The Pied Piper; Beatrix Potter stories, The Wind in
the Willows; in culture – Victorian rat-and-dog baiting pits, its popularity as a pet, even the subject of a ’70s
pop song; folklore – it was a good luck symbol in ancient Rome, symbol of cunning in Chinese mythology;
and psychoanalysis – Freud’s Rat Man, for example.The book also seeks to answer two problems raised by
the complexity of human attitudes to the rat. The first concerns how it was that the rat came to be seen not
just as verminous, but also as being particularly despised for being so – more so, in fact, than other parasitic
animals. The second concerns the manner in which human attitudes to the rat can be so contradictory, when
admiration for its abilities are set against this idea of hatred. The rat can be found at the heart of human
preoccupations with hygiene, sexuality and appetite, and exists as a perverse totem for the worst excesses of
human behaviour. In Rat, Jonathan Burt provides a fascinating account of this animal in history, myth and
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald McDade:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rat (Animal) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Diane Reid:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rat (Animal) as your daily resource information.

Scarlet Rome:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Rat (Animal) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Shirley Eagle:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Rat (Animal) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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