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Written by a neurobiologist and a psychologist, this volume presents a new theory of olfactory perception.
Drawing on research in neuroscience, physiology, and ethology, Donald A. Wilson and Richard J. Stevenson
address the fundamental question of how we navigate through a world of chemical encounters and provide a
compelling alternative to the "reception-centric" view of olfaction.

The major research challenge in olfaction is determining how the brain discriminates one smell from another.
Here, the authors hold that olfaction is generally not a simple physiochemical process, but rather a plastic
process that is strongly tied to memory. They find the traditional approach—which involves identifying how
particular features of a chemical stimulus are represented in the olfactory system—to be at odds with
historical data and with a growing body of neurobiological and psychological evidence that places primary
emphasis on synthetic processing and experiential factors.

Wilson and Stevenson propose that experience and cortical plasticity not only are important for traditional
associative olfactory memory but also play a critical, defining role in odor perception and that current views
are insufficient to account for current and past data.

The book includes a broad comparative overview of the structure and function of olfactory systems, an
exploration into the mechanisms of odor detection and olfactory perception, and a discussion of the
implications of the authors' theory. Learning to Smell will serve as an important reference for workers within
the field of chemical senses and those interested in sensory processing and perception.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The book Learning to Smell: Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to Behavior give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Learning to Smell: Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to Behavior being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Learning to Smell:
Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to Behavior. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dorothy Delarosa:

Precisely why? Because this Learning to Smell: Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to Behavior is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Dorothy Walker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Learning to Smell:
Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to Behavior which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

David McKenney:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Learning to Smell: Olfactory Perception
from Neurobiology to Behavior or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Learning to Smell: Olfactory Perception from Neurobiology to



Behavior to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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