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The story of an Ocean Hill–Brownsville teacher who crossed picket lines during the racially charged New
York City teachers’ strike of 1968.

In 1968 the conflict that erupted over community control of the New York City public schools was centered
in the black and Puerto Rican community of Ocean Hill–Brownsville. It triggered what remains the longest
teachers’ strike in US history. That clash, between the city’s communities of color and the white,
predominantly Jewish teachers’ union, paralyzed the nation’s largest school system, undermined the city’s
economy, and heightened racial tensions, ultimately transforming the national conversation about race
relations.

At age twenty-two, when the strike was imminent, Charles S. Isaacs abandoned his full scholarship to a
prestigious law school to teach mathematics in Ocean Hill–Brownsville. Despite his Jewish background and
pro-union leanings, Isaacs crossed picket lines manned by teachers who looked like him, and took the side of
parents and children who did not. He now tells the story of this conflict, not only from inside the
experimental, community-controlled Ocean Hill–Brownsville district, its focal point, but from within ground
zero itself: Junior High School 271, which became the nation’s most famous, or infamous, public school.
Isaacs brings to life the innovative teaching practices that community control made possible, and the
relationships that developed in the district among its white teachers and its black and Puerto Rican parents,
teachers, and community activists.

Charles S. Isaacs is a former schoolteacher, college professor, social activist, community organizer, financial
analyst, and occasional journalist. He is currently an independent real estate advisor to New York City’s
nonprofit community. He resides in Newburgh, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A
Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions). Try to the actual book Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A
Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Justin Pritchett:

The reserve untitled Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) is
the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Inside Ocean Hill-
Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Kellie Stephens:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior
Editions) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

David Fern:

This Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) is completely new
way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Inside
Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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