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Philosophical discussions on the ways that death makes life meaningful and sacred

• Reveals how being conscious of death gives our fate its full meaning, inviting the reader to contemplate life
in the light of their own death

• Examines the author’s experience of ancestor worship in his native China and the beliefs that underlie it

• Explains how death is a transition in a longer living process not visible from the modern “black and white”
view of life and death

• Translated by award-winning translator Jody Gladding

Born from intimate discussions with friends, these five meditations on death from poet-philosopher François
Cheng examine the multiple ways the prospect of death significantly shapes life and is, in fact, what makes
life meaningful and sacred.

Written at the age of 84, in the twilight of life, these meditations each approach the human understanding of
death from different yet intertwined perspectives, effortlessly returning to certain themes and ideas,
questioning them again more deeply with each passing. The author shows that death is a transition in a
longer living process not visible from the modern “black and white” view of life and death. He examines his
experience of ancestor worship in his native China and the beliefs that underlies it: Our ancestors are alive in
another form, that what is living can never die and what is dead has never lived. Cheng looks at the
consequences of a world that has abandoned the sacred and avoids the mention of death, a world now blindly
staggering through the chaos it has created, yet which can return to balance if we once again embrace the
essential sacredness of life as well as death.

Throughout these five heart-baring meditations, Cheng invites us to contemplate life in the light of our own
death. He reveals that to be conscious of death gives our fate its full meaning. Our death is an integral part of
our great adventure in becoming. For if birth is a seed, then death is the fruit--the final sacred product of a
life well lived.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Cooper:

This Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On
Life can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joshua Miner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Keith Robertson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life provide you with new experience in studying a
book.

Verna Krell:

This Five Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Five
Meditations on Death: In Other Words . . . On Life can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-



book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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