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In the fifteen years prior to the American Civil War, the U.S. Army established a presence in southern New
Mexico, the homeland of Mescalero, Mimbres, and Mogollon bands of the Apache Indians. From the army’s
perspective, the Apaches presented an obstacle to be overcome in making the region—newly acquired in the
Mexican-American War—safe for Anglo settlers. In Dragoons in Apacheland, William S. Kiser recounts the
conflicts that ensued and examines how both Apache warriors and American troops shaped the future of the
Southwest Borderlands.

Kiser narrates two distinct contests. The Apaches were defending their territory against the encroachment of
soldiers and settlers. At the same time, the Anglo-Americans maneuvered against one another in a
competition for political and economic power and for Apache territory. Cross-cultural misunderstandings,
political corruption in Santa Fe and Washington, anti-Indian racism, troublemakers among both Apaches and
settlers, irresponsible army officers and troops, corrupt American and Mexican traders, and policy
disagreements among government officials all contributed to the ongoing hostilities. Kiser examines the
behaviors and motivations of individuals involved in all aspects of these local, regional, and national
disputes.

Kiser is one of only a few historians to deal with this crucial period in Indian-white relations in the
Southwest—and the first to detail the experiences of the First and Second United States Dragoons, elite
mounted troops better equipped and trained than infantry to confront Apache guerrilla warriors more
accustomed to the southwestern environment. Often led by the Gila leader Mangas Coloradas, the Apaches
fought desperately to protect their lands and way of life. The Americans, Kiser shows, used unauthorized
tactics of total warfare, encouraging field units to attack villages and destroy crops and livestock, particularly
when the Apaches refused to engage the troops in pitched battles.

Kiser’s insights into the pre–Civil War conflicts in southern New Mexico are essential to a deeper
understanding of the larger U.S.-Apache war that culminated in the heroic resistance of Cochise, Victorio,
and Geronimo.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

This book untitled Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it
through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your
list.

Virginia Villalon:

Typically the book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Dragoons in
Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Delores Moretti:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New
Mexico, 1846-1861 was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Sergio Kelley:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest
and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest
and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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