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The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve presents a road map for an evolutionary psychology
of the twenty-first century. It brings together theory from biology and cognitive science to show how the
brain can be composed of specialized adaptations, and yet also an organ of plasticity. Although mental
adaptations have typically been seen as monolithic, hard-wired components frozen in the evolutionary past,
The Shape of Thought presents a new view of mental adaptations as diverse and variable, with distinct
functions and evolutionary histories that shape how they develop, what information they use, and what they
do with that information. The book describes how advances in evolutionary developmental biology can be
applied to the brain by focusing on the design of the developmental systems that build it. Crucially,
developmental systems can be plastic, designed by the process of natural selection to build adaptive
phenotypes using the rich information available in our social and physical environments. This approach
bridges the long-standing divide between nativist approaches to development, based on innateness, and
empiricist approaches, based on learning. It shows how a view of humans as a flexible, culturally-dependent
species is compatible with a complexly specialized brain, and how the nature of our flexibility can be better
understood by confronting the evolved design of the organ on which that flexibility depends.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Wilson:

The knowledge that you get from The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Shape of Thought:
How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition) instantly.

Gloria Eller:

This book untitled The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Madeline Cecil:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution
and Cognition) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Alva Stephenson:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to



change your life at this book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition). You can more desirable than now.
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