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This portrait of one of John Steinbeck's closest friends illuminates the life and work of a figure central
to the development of scientific and literary thought in the 20th century.

Marine biologist Edward F. Ricketts is perhaps best known as the inspiration for John Steinbeck's most
empathic literary characters Doc in Cannery Row, Slim in Of Mice and Men, Jim Casy in The Grapes of
Wrath, and Lee in East of Eden. The correspondence of this accomplished scientist, writer, and philosopher
reveals the influential exchange of ideas he shared with such prominent thinkers and artists as Henry Miller,
Joseph Campbell, Ellwood Graham, and James Fitzgerald, in addition to Steinbeck, all of whom were drawn
to Ricketts's Monterey Bay laboratory, a haven of intellectual discourse and Bohemian culture in the 1930s
and 1940s.

The 125 previously unpublished letters of this collection, housed at the Stanford University Library,
document the broad range of Ricketts's interests and accomplishments during the last 12 and most productive
years of his life. His handbook on Pacific marine life, Between Pacific Tides, is still in print, now in its fifth
edition. The biologist's devotion to ecological conservation and his evolving philosophy of science as a
cross-disciplinary, holistic pursuit led to the publication of The Sea of Cortez. Many of Ricketts's letters
discuss his studies of the Pacific littoral and his theories of “phalanx” and transcendence. Epistles to family
members, often tender and humorous, add dimension and depth to Steinbeck's mythologized depictions of
Ricketts. Katharine A. Rodger has enriched the correspondence with an introductory biographical essay and
a list of works cited.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Renaissance Man of Cannery
Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Andrew Garcia:

The book Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire
Ant) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward
F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michelle Gilbert:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Renaissance Man of
Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kimberly Dyer:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and
Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) why because the great cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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