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A government monopoly provides an excellent case study of state-society relationships. This is especially
true of the tobacco monopoly in colonial Mexico, whose revenues in the later half of the eighteenth century
were second only to the silver tithe as the most valuable source of government income. This comprehensive
study of the tobacco monopoly illuminates many of the most important themes of eighteenth-century
Mexican social and economic history, from issues of economic growth and the supply of agricultural credit
to rural relations, labor markets, urban protest and urban workers, class formation, work discipline, and late
colonial political culture.

Drawing on exhaustive research of previously unused archival sources, Susan Deans-Smith examines a wide
range of new questions. Who were the bureaucrats who managed this colonial state enterprise and what
policies did they adopt to develop it? How profitable were the tobacco manufactories, and how rational was
their organization? What impact did the reorganization of the tobacco trade have upon those people it
affected most—the tobacco planters and tobacco workers?

This research uncovers much that was not previously known about the Bourbon government's management
of the tobacco monopoly and the problems and limitations it faced. Deans-Smith finds that there was as
much continuity as change after the monopoly's establishment, and that the popular response was
characterized by accommodation, as well as defiance and resistance. She argues that the problems
experienced by the monopoly at the beginning of the nineteenth century did not originate from any
simmering, entrenched opposition. Rather, an emphasis upon political stability and short-term profits
prevented any innovative reforms that might have improved the monopoly's long-term performance and
productivity.

With detailed quantitative data and rare material on the urban working poor of colonial Mexico, Bureaucrats,
Planters, and Workers will be important reading for all students of social, economic, and labor history,
especially of Mexico and Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources in
it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bureaucrats, Planters, and Workers: The Making of
the Tobacco Monopoly in Bourbon Mexico book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lanita Hill:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Bureaucrats, Planters, and Workers: The Making of
the Tobacco Monopoly in Bourbon Mexico it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Maria Scully:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Bureaucrats, Planters, and Workers: The Making of the Tobacco
Monopoly in Bourbon Mexico. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Anna Baron:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Bureaucrats, Planters, and Workers: The Making of the Tobacco Monopoly in Bourbon Mexico. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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