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Bertie Ahern, three times Irish Taoiseach, is often described as an enigma. The Old IRA man's son who
delivered peace in Northern Ireland. A working class boy responsible for the Celtic Tiger. The man of faith
who ushered in progressive, cosmopolitan secular Ireland. An ardent nationalist admired by European
leaders. 'I know 25 per cent of Bertie Ahern', said his finance minister, Charlie McCreevy, 'and that's 24 per
cent more than anyone else.'

Now in this frank and revealing autobiography, Ahern gives his own account of a remarkable political life
and the personal story that accompanies it. He shows the cost to his family of a life played out in the public
eye and, for the first time, discloses what really happened in his final weeks in power.

Here for the first time is the truth behind the man who is Bertie.

Ahern has been at the cutting edge of Irish politics for over three decades. He was first elected to Dáil
Éireann in the Fianna Fáil landslide victory in 1977 that saw Jack Lynch returned as Taoiseach. In 1982,
Charles Haughey appointed him Government Chief Whip. In volatile political times, he strongly supported
Haughey during three challenges to his leadership of Fianna Fáil.

In 1987, Bertie Ahern received his first cabinet portfolio as Minister for Labour. It was a time when the Irish
economy was in crisis. Ireland had a higher debt per head than Ethiopia or Sudan. Unemployment stood at
16%. Ahern negotiated Ireland's first social partnership agreement, which underpinned economic recovery
and put in place the foundations for a period of sustained growth. In 1991, he was appointed Minister for
Finance. International commentators first began to refer to 'Ireland's Tiger economy' in this period. When
Bertie Ahern left the Department of Finance in late 1994, for the first time in almost 30 years, Ireland had a
budget surplus.

Bertie Ahern succeeded Albert Reynolds as leader of Fianna Fáil in November 1994. Following the General
Election in 1997, he became Ireland's youngest ever Taoiseach. The Ahern Era was a time of unprecedented
progress in Irish society. Over the course of his tenure in office, Ireland's economy out-performed that of
every other European country. For the first time ever, the number of people in employment in the State
reached 2 million.

Working closely with Bill Clinton and Tony Blair, Ahern won widespread acclaim for his perseverance and
skill in negotiating the Good Friday Agreement, which has provided the political framework for a lasting
peace in Northern Ireland.

On the international stage, he was a respected figure who enjoyed an acclaimed Presidency of the European
Council in 2004. He presided over the completion of the largest ever expansion of the EU and concluded
negotiations on a European constitution. He is one of only five visiting statesmen to have addressed both the
United States Congress and the Houses of Parliament in Westminster.

At home, Ahern enjoyed phenomenal electoral support. He was the first Taoiseach since 1944 to win three
successive General Elections.



Bertie Ahern resigned on 6th May, 2008. He had served for ten years, ten months and ten days as Taoiseach.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Goforth:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Bertie Ahern Autobiography. All type of
book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bonnie Camacho:

The book Bertie Ahern Autobiography will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Bertie Ahern Autobiography is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lois Hutter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Bertie
Ahern Autobiography your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Bertie
Ahern Autobiography giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Harry Alvey:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Bertie Ahern Autobiography was colourful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Bertie Ahern Autobiography has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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