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For more than 150 years, Brooklyn’s Gowanus Canal has been called a cesspool, an industrial dumping
ground, and a blemish on the face of the populous borough—as well as one of the most important waterways
in the history of New York harbor. Yet its true origins, man-made character, and importance to the city have
been largely forgotten. 
 
Now, New York writer and guide Joseph Alexiou explores how the Gowanus creek—a naturally-occurring
tidal estuary that served as a conduit for transport and industry during the colonial era—came to play an
outsized role in the story of America’s greatest city. From the earliest Dutch settlers of New Amsterdam, to
nearby Revolutionary War skirmishes, or the opulence of the Gilded Age mansions that sprung up in its
wake, historical changes to the Canal and the neighborhood that surround it have functioned as a microcosm
of the story of Brooklyn’s rapid nineteenth-century growth. 
 
Highlighting the biographies of nineteenth-century real estate moguls like Daniel Richards and Edwin C.
Litchfield, Alexiou recalls the forgotten movers and shakers that laid the foundation of modern-day
Brooklyn. As he details, the pollution, crime, and industry associated with the Gowanus stretch back far
earlier than the twentieth century, and helped define the culture and unique character of this celebrated
borough. The story of the Gowanus, like Brooklyn itself, is a tale of ambition and neglect, bursts of creative
energy, and an inimitable character that has captured the imaginations of city-lovers around the world. 
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal.

Larry Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal as good book not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Adrian White:

You will get this Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Kent Ibarra:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal or
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Gowanus: Brooklyn's Curious Canal to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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