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In 1964, Life magazine called Madalyn Murray O’Hair “the most hated woman in America.” Another critic
described her as “rude, impertinent, blasphemous, a destroyer not only of beliefs but of esteemed values.”

In this first full-length biography, Bryan F. Le Beau offers a penetrating assessment of O’Hair’s beliefs and
actions and a probing discussion of how she came to represent both what Americans hated in their enemies
and feared in themselves. Born in 1919, O’Hair was a divorced mother of two children born out of wedlock.
She launched a crusade against God, often using foul language as she became adept at shocking people and
making effective use of the media in delivering her message. She first gained notoriety as one of the primary
litigants in the 1963 case Murray v. Curlett which led the Supreme Court to ban school prayer. The decision
stunned a nation engaged in fighting “godless Communism” and made O’Hair America’s most famous—and
most despised—atheist.

O’Hair led a colorful life, facing assault charges and extradition from Mexico, as well as the defection of her
son William, who as an adult denounced her. She later served as Hustler publisher Larry Flynt’s chief speech
writer in his bid for President of the United States.

Drawing on original research, O’Hair’s diaries, and interviews, Le Beau traces her development from a child
of the Depression to the dictatorial, abrasive woman who founded the American Atheists, wrote books
denouncing religion, and challenged the words “Under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance, “In God We Trust”
on American currency, the tax exempt status of religious organizations, and other activities she saw as
violating the separation of church and state.

O’Hair remained a spokesperson for atheism until 1995, when she and her son and granddaughter vanished.
It was later discovered that they were murdered by O’Hair’s former office manager and an accomplice.

Fast-paced, engagingly written, and sharply relevant to ongoing debates about school prayer and other
religious issues, The Atheist tells the colorful life-story of a woman who challenged America’s most deeply
held beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

This The Atheist: Madalyn Murray O'Hair is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Atheist:
Madalyn Murray O'Hair in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

David Byrd:

This The Atheist: Madalyn Murray O'Hair is new way for you who has interest to look for some information
given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Atheist: Madalyn Murray O'Hair can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

David Barnett:

You can obtain this The Atheist: Madalyn Murray O'Hair by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Sandra Leggett:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Atheist: Madalyn Murray O'Hair. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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