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Is there an allure of spoiled places? Spoil islands are overlooked places that combine dirt with paradise,
waste-land with “brave new world,” and wildness with human intervention. Although they are mundane
products of dredging, these islands form an uninvestigated archipelago that demonstrates the potential value
and contested re-valuation of landscapes of waste. To explore these islands, Spoil Island: Reading the
Makeshift Archipelago navigates a course along the U.S. east coast, moving from New York City to Florida.
Along the way, a general populace squats, picnics, and reflects on the islands, while other forces are also at
work. New York City parks commissioner Robert Moses first deplores then adopts Hoffman and Swinburne
Islands, UN Secretary General U Thant meditates on the East River’s Belmont Island, businessman John D.
MacArthur rejects the purchase of Peanut Island, artist Christo surrounds Miami’s spoil islands, Key Westers
debate the futures of two spoil islands that mark their sunset view, and artist Robert Smithson augments this
archipelago materially and conceptually. Historical and contemporary stories highlight each island’s often
contradictory ecologies that pair nature with infrastructure, public concerns with private development,
rationalized urbanism with artistic impulse, and order with disorder. Spoil islands put you in places you
normally wouldn’t—and perhaps shouldn’t—be. To examine these marginalized topographies is to
understand emergent concerns of twenty-first-century place-making, public space, and natural and artificial
infrastructure. Today, spoil islands constitute an unprecedented public commons, where human agency and
nature are inextricably linked.

Spoil Island will be of interest to anyone working in the areas of architecture, cultural history, cultural
geography, environmental studies, or environmental philosophy. Linking the islands with their
environmental aesthetics, Charlie Hailey provides a lively and critical topography of places that play a part in
current events and local situations with global implications.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Englund:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift Archipelago
(Toposophia: Sustainability, Dwelling, Design). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift
Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability, Dwelling, Design). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jesus Thresher:

This book untitled Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability, Dwelling,
Design) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this reserve from your list.

Mary Infante:

Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability, Dwelling, Design) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability,
Dwelling, Design) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial imagining.

Michael Nunn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift
Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability, Dwelling, Design) was colourful and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book Spoil Island: Reading the Makeshift Archipelago (Toposophia: Sustainability,
Dwelling, Design) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading that.
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