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Photography: History and Theory introduces students to both the history of photography and critical theory.

From its inception in the nineteenth century, photography has instigated a series of theoretical debates. In
this new text, Jae Emerling therefore argues that the most insightful way to approach the histories of
photography is to address simultaneously the key events of photographic history alongside the theoretical
discourse that accompanied them.

While the nineteenth century is discussed, the central focus of the text is on modern and contemporary
photographic theory. Particular attention is paid to key thinkers, such as Baudelaire, Barthes and Sontag. In
addition, the centrality of photography to contemporary art practice is addressed through the theoretical work
of Allan Sekula, John Tagg, Rosalind Krauss, and Vilém Flusser. The text also includes readings of many
canonical photographers and exhibitions including: Atget, Brassai, August Sander, Walker Evans, The
Family of Man, Diane Arbus, Lee Friedlander, Cindy Sherman, Bernd and Hilla Becher, Sebastaio Salgado,
Jeff Wall, and others.

In addition, Emerling provides close readings of key passages from some major theoretical texts. These
glosses come between the chapters and serve as a conceptual line that connects them. Glosses include:

Roland Barthes, "The Rhetoric of the Image" (1964)●

Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others (2002)●

Michel Foucault on the archive (1969)●

Walter Benjamin, "Little History of Photography" (1931)●



Vilém Flusser, Towards a Philosophy of Photography (1983)●

A substantial glossary of critical terms and names, as well as an extensive bibliography, make this the ideal
book for courses on the history and theory of photography.
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From reader reviews:

Randall James:

This Photography: History and Theory book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That
Photography: History and Theory without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Photography: History and Theory can bring any time
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Photography: History and Theory having very good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Henry Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Photography: History and Theory it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Donna Davis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually Photography: History and Theory.

Matthew Seifert:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you is Photography: History and Theory this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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