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No American city’s history better illustrates both the
possibilities for alternative racial models and the role of the law in shaping
racial identity than New Orleans, Louisiana, which prior to the Civil War was
home to America’s most privileged community of people of African descent. In
the eyes of the law, New Orleans’s free people of color did not belong to the
same race as enslaved Africans and African-Americans. While slaves were
“negroes,” free people of color were gens
de couleur libre, creoles of color, or simply creoles. New Orleans’s
creoles of color remained legally and culturally distinct from “negroes”
throughout most of the nineteenth century until state mandated segregation
lumped together descendants of slaves with descendants of free people of color.

 

Much of the recent scholarship on New
Orleans examines what race relations in the
antebellum period looked as well as why antebellum Louisiana’s gens de couleur enjoyed rights and
privileges denied to free blacks throughout most of the United States. This book, however, is less concerned
with the what and why questions than with how people
of color, acting within institutions of power, shaped those institutions in ways beyond
their control. As its title suggests, Making Race in the Courtroom argues that race is best understood not
as a category, but as a process. It seeks to demonstrate the role of
free people of African-descent, interacting within the courts, in this process.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Norfleet:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Making Race in the Courtroom:
The Legal Construction of Three Races in Early New Orleans will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading
the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suited book with you?

James McNally:

This Making Race in the Courtroom: The Legal Construction of Three Races in Early New Orleans book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Making Race in the Courtroom: The
Legal Construction of Three Races in Early New Orleans without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Making Race in the
Courtroom: The Legal Construction of Three Races in Early New Orleans can bring any time you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Making Race in the Courtroom: The Legal Construction of Three Races in Early
New Orleans having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jennifer Buster:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Making Race in the Courtroom: The Legal Construction of Three
Races in Early New Orleans why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Philip Brown:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Making Race in the Courtroom: The Legal
Construction of Three Races in Early New Orleans was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Making Race in the Courtroom: The Legal Construction of Three Races in Early New
Orleans has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator



Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading this.
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