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In 1964, Nina Simone sat at a piano in New York's Carnegie Hall to play what she called a "show tune."
Then she began to sing: "Alabama's got me so upset/Tennessee made me lose my rest/And everybody knows
about Mississippi Goddam!" Simone, and her song, became icons of the civil rights movement. But her
confrontational style was not the only path taken by black women entertainers.

In How It Feels to Be Free, Ruth Feldstein examines celebrated black women performers, illuminating the
risks they took, their roles at home and abroad, and the ways that they raised the issue of gender amid their
demands for black liberation. Feldstein focuses on six women who made names for themselves in the music,
film, and television industries: Simone, Lena Horne, Miriam Makeba, Abbey Lincoln, Diahann Carroll, and
Cicely Tyson. These women did not simply mirror black activism; their performances helped constitute the
era's political history. Makeba connected America's struggle for civil rights to the fight against apartheid in
South Africa, while Simone sparked high-profile controversy with her incendiary lyrics. Yet Feldstein finds
nuance in their careers. In 1968, Hollywood cast the outspoken Lincoln as a maid to a white family in For
Love of Ivy, adding a layer of complication to the film. That same year, Diahann Carroll took on the starring
role in the television series Julia. Was Julia a landmark for casting a black woman or for treating her race as
unimportant? The answer is not clear-cut. Yet audiences gave broader meaning to what sometimes seemed to
be apolitical performances.

How It Feels to Be Free demonstrates that entertainment was not always just entertainment and that "We
Shall Overcome" was not the only soundtrack to the civil rights movement. By putting black women
performances at center stage, Feldstein sheds light on the meanings of black womanhood in a revolutionary
time.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and
the Civil Rights Movement ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve How It Feels to Be Free:
Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement is not only giving you far more new information
but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship while using book How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil
Rights Movement. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lynn Gowen:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this How It Feels to Be Free: Black
Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Barbara Guevara:

This How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement is brand-new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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