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With suffrage secured in 1920, feminists faced the challenge of how to keep their momentum going. As the
center of the movement shrank, a small, self-appointed vanguard of “modern” women carried the cause
forward in life and work. Feminism as Life’s Work profiles four of these women: the author Inez Haynes
Irwin, the historian Mary Ritter Beard, the activist Doris Stevens, and Lorine Pruette, a psychologist.  Their
life-stories, told here in full for the first time, embody the changes of the first four decades of the twentieth
century—and complicate what we know of the period.

Through these women’s intertwined stories, Mary Trigg traces the changing nature of the women’s
movement across turbulent decades rent by world war, revolution, global depression, and the rise of fascism.
Criticizing the standard division of feminist activism as a series of historical waves, Trigg exposes how
Irwin, Beard, Stevens, and Pruette helped push the U.S. feminist movement to victory and continued to
propel it forward from the 1920s to the 1960s, decades not included in the “wave” model. At a time widely
viewed as the “doldrums” of feminism, the women in this book were in fact taking the cause to new sites: the
National Women’s Party; sexuality and relations with men; marriage; and work and financial independence.
In their utopian efforts to reshape work, sexual relations, and marriage, modern feminists ran headlong into
the harsh realities of male power, the sexual double standard, the demands of motherhood, and gendered
social structures.

In Feminism as Life’s Work, Irwin, Beard, Stevens, and Pruette emerge as the heirs of the suffrage
movement, guardians of a long feminist tradition, and catalysts of the belief in equality and difference. 
Theirs is a story of courage, application, and perseverance—a story that revisits the “bleak and lonely years”
of the U.S. women’s movement and emerges with a fresh perspective of the history of this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Mona Savoy:

The event that you get from Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World
Wars is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern
American Women through Two World Wars giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women
through Two World Wars instantly.

Anthony Lucas:

Beside this kind of Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American
Women through Two World Wars because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Pamela Wilson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American
Women through Two World Wars can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Feminism as Life's Work:



Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars.
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