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If the twentieth century witnessed the triumph of democracy then something appears to have gone seriously
wrong. Citizens around the world have become distrustful of politicians, sceptical about democratic
institutions, and disillusioned about the capacity of democratic politics to resolve pressing social concerns.
This shift in global attitudes has been explored in a vast body of writing that examines the existence of
'disaffected democrats' and 'democratic
deficits'. Defending Politics meets this contemporary pessimism about the political process head on. In doing
so, it aims to cultivate a shift from the bland and fatalistic 'politics of pessimism' that appears to dominate
public life towards a more buoyant and engaged 'politics of optimism'.

Matthew Flinders makes a highly unfashionable but incredibly important argument of almost primitive
simplicity: democratic politics delivers far more than most members of the public appear to acknowledge and
understand. If more and more people are disappointed with what modern democratic politics delivers then is
it possible that the fault lies with those who demand too much, fail to acknowledge the essence of democratic
engagement and ignore the complexities of governing in the twentieth
century rather than with democratic politics itself? Is it possible that the public in many advanced liberal
democracies have become 'democratically decadent' in the sense that they take what democratic politics
delivers for granted? Would politics be interpreted as failing a little less if we all spent a
little less time emphasising our individual rights and a little more time reflecting on our responsibilities to
society and future generations?

Democratic politics remains 'a great and civilizing human activity... something to be valued almost as a pearl
beyond price in the history of the human condition', as Bernard Crick stressed in his classic In Defence of
Politics fifty years ago. But it is also a far more fragile system of governing than many people appear to
realize. By returning to and updating Crick's arguments, this book provides an honest account of why
democratic politics matters and why we need to reject the
arguments of those who would turn their backs on 'mere politics' in favour of more authoritarian, populist or
technocratic forms of governing. In rejecting fashionable fears about the 'end of politics' and daring to
suggest that the public, the media, pressure groups, academics and politicians are all part of the
problem as well as part of the cure, this book provides a fresh, provocative, and above all optimistic view of
the achievements and future potential of democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin King:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st
Century has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in
the 21st Century is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century. You never sense
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lisa Loo:

The reserve untitled Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Nicole Montes:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st
Century. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Leon Bailey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century
was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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