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In Maya theology, everything from humans and crops to gods and the world itself passes through endless
cycles of birth, maturation, dissolution, death, and rebirth. Traditional Maya believe that human beings
perpetuate this cycle through ritual offerings and ceremonies that have the power to rebirth the world at
critical points during the calendar year. The most elaborate ceremonies take place during Semana Santa
(Holy Week), the days preceding Easter on the Christian calendar, during which traditionalist Maya replicate
many of the most important world-renewing rituals that their ancient ancestors practiced at the end of the
calendar year in anticipation of the New Year’s rites.

Marshaling a wealth of evidence from Pre-Columbian texts, early colonial Spanish writings, and decades of
fieldwork with present-day Maya, The Burden of the Ancients presents a masterfully detailed account of
world-renewing ceremonies that spans the Pre-Columbian era through the crisis of the Conquest period and
the subsequent colonial occupation all the way to the present. Allen J. Christenson focuses on Santiago
Atitlán, a Tz’utujil Maya community in highland Guatemala, and offers the first systematic analysis of how
the Maya preserved important elements of their ancient world renewal ceremonies by adopting similar
elements of Roman Catholic observances and infusing them with traditional Maya meanings. His extensive
description of Holy Week in Santiago Atitlán demonstrates that the community’s contemporary ritual
practices and mythic stories bear a remarkable resemblance to similar cultural entities from its Pre-
Columbian past.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

The book untitled The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian
Period to the Present is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Judith Cole:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal
from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Gail Kennedy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Burden of
the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-
columbian Period to the Present become your current starter.

Jerry Deal:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-
columbian Period to the Present was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge



about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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