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Democracy for Realists assails the romantic folk-theory at the heart of contemporary thinking about
democratic politics and government, and offers a provocative alternative view grounded in the actual human
nature of democratic citizens.

Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels deploy a wealth of social-scientific evidence, including ingenious
original analyses of topics ranging from abortion politics and budget deficits to the Great Depression and
shark attacks, to show that the familiar ideal of thoughtful citizens steering the ship of state from the voting
booth is fundamentally misguided. They demonstrate that voters—even those who are well informed and
politically engaged—mostly choose parties and candidates on the basis of social identities and partisan
loyalties, not political issues. They also show that voters adjust their policy views and even their perceptions
of basic matters of fact to match those loyalties. When parties are roughly evenly matched, elections often
turn on irrelevant or misleading considerations such as economic spurts or downturns beyond the
incumbents' control; the outcomes are essentially random. Thus, voters do not control the course of public
policy, even indirectly.

Achen and Bartels argue that democratic theory needs to be founded on identity groups and political parties,
not on the preferences of individual voters. Democracy for Realists provides a powerful challenge to
conventional thinking, pointing the way toward a fundamentally different understanding of the realities and
potential of democratic government.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Kinsella:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Democracy for Realists:
Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior).

Jimmy Stansberry:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive
Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Stephanie Sellers:

You will get this Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government
(Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Clara Gay:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Democracy for
Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior).
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