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An extraordinary American comes to life in this vivid, groundbreaking portrait of the early days of the
republic—and the birth of modern politics

When the roar of the Revolution had finally died down, a new generation of American politicians was
summoned to the Potomac to assemble the nation's newly minted capital. Into that unsteady atmosphere,
which would soon enough erupt into another conflict with Britain in 1812, Dolley Madison arrived,
alongside her husband, James. Within a few years, she had mastered both the social and political intricacies
of the city, and by her death in 1849 was the most celebrated person in Washington. And yet, to most
Americans, she's best known for saving a portrait from the burning White House, or as the namesake for a
line of ice cream.
Why did her contemporaries give so much adulation to a lady so little known today? In A Perfect Union,
Catherine Allgor reveals that while Dolley's gender prevented her from openly playing politics, those very
constraints of womanhood allowed her to construct an American democratic ruling style, and to achieve her
husband's political goals. And the way that she did so—by emphasizing cooperation over coercion, building
bridges instead of bunkers—has left us with not only an important story about our past but a model for a
modern form of politics.

Introducing a major new American historian, A Perfect Union is both an illuminating portrait of an unsung
founder of our democracy, and a vivid account of a little-explored time in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation
of the American Nation. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's learn.

James Johnson:

The e-book with title A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation includes a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Gayle Stalder:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Victor Elias:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation can
make you feel more interested to read.
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