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Covering more than four decades, Tour of Duty is the definitive account of John Kerry's journey from war to
peace. Written by acclaimed historian Douglas Brinkley, this is the first full-scale, intimate account of
Kerry's naval career. In writing this riveting narrative, Brinkley has drawn on extensive interviews with
virtually everyone who knew Kerry well in Vietnam, including all the men still living who served under him.
Kerry also entrusted to Brinkley his letters home from Vietnam and his voluminous "War Notes" -- journals,
notebooks, and personal reminiscences written during and shortly after the war. This material was provided
without restriction, to be used at Brinkley's discretion, and has never before been published.

John Kerry enlisted in the Navy in February 1966, months before he graduated from Yale. In December 1967
Ensign Kerry was assigned to the frigate U.S.S. Gridley; after five months of service in the Pacific, with a
brief stop in Vietnam, he returned to the United States and underwent training to command a Swift boat, a
small craft deployed in Vietnam's rivers. In June 1968 Kerry was promoted to lieutenant (junior grade), and
by the end of that year he was back in Vietnam, where he commanded, over time, two Swift boats.
Throughout Tour of Duty Brinkley deftly deals with such explosive issues as U.S. atrocities in Vietnam and
the bombing of Cambodia. In a series of unforgettable combat-action sequences, he recounts how Kerry won
the Purple Heart three times for wounds suffered in action and was awarded the Bronze Star and the Navy’s
Silver Star for gallantry in action.

When Kerry returned from Southeast Asia, he joined the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW),
becoming a prominent antiwar spokesperson. He challenged the Nixon administration on Capitol Hill with
the antiwar movementcheering him on. As Kerry's public popularity soared in April-May 1971, the FBI
considered him a subversive. Brinkley -- using new information acquired from the recently released Nixon
tapes -- reveals how White House aides Charles Colson and H. R. Haldeman tried to discredit Kerry.
Refusing to be intimidated, Kerry started running for public office, eventually becoming a U.S. senator from
Massachusetts. But he never forgot his fallen comrades. Working with his friend Senator John McCain, he
returned to Vietnam numerous times looking for MIAs and POWs. By the time Bill Clinton was elected
president in 1992, Kerry was the leading proponent of "normalization" of relations with Vietnam. When
President Clinton officially recognized Vietnam in 1995, Kerry's three-decade-long tour of duty had at long
last ended.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Tour of Duty
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sonia Shipley:

The reserve with title Tour of Duty contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Charles Anderson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Tour of Duty this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

James McFarland:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Tour of Duty can make you feel more interested to read.
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