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Sometimes referred to as the first published manual of guerrilla warfare, Bernardo de Vargas Machuca’s
Indian Militia and Description of the Indies is actually the first known manual of counterinsurgency, or anti-
guerrilla warfare. Published in Madrid in 1599 by a Spanish-born soldier of fortune with long experience in
the Americas, the book is a training manual for conquistadors. The Aztec and Inca Empires had long since
fallen by 1599, but Vargas Machuca argued that many more Native American peoples remained to be
conquered and converted to Roman Catholicism. What makes his often shrill and self-righteous treatise
surprising is his consistent praise of indigenous resistance techniques and medicinal practices.

Containing advice on curing rattlesnake bites with amethysts and making saltpeter for gunpowder from
concentrated human urine, The Indian Militia is a manual in four parts, the first of which outlines the ideal
qualities of the militia commander. Addressing the organization and outfitting of conquest expeditions, Book
Two includes extended discussions of arms and medicine. Book Three covers the proper behavior of
soldiers, providing advice on marching through peaceful and bellicose territories, crossing rivers,
bivouacking in foul weather, and carrying out night raids and ambushes. Book Four deals with peacemaking,
town-founding, and the proper treatment of conquered peoples. Appended to these four sections is a brief
geographical description of all of Spanish America, with special emphasis on the indigenous peoples of New
Granada (roughly modern-day Colombia), followed by a short guide to the southern coasts and heavens. This
first English-language edition of The Indian Militia includes an extensive introduction, a posthumous report
on Vargas Machuca’s military service, and a selection from his unpublished attack on the writings of Fray
Bartolomé de Las Casas.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and
Practice of Violence) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The Indian Militia and Description of the
Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you even now thinking The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of
Violence) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Anthony Rodriguez:

This The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Indian Militia and Description of
the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies
(The Cultures and Practice of Violence) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Joshua McIntosh:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence).

Roberto Garcia:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Indian Militia and Description of
the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner



for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) as good book not
just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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