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In The Business of Alchemy, Pamela Smith explores the relationships among alchemy, the court, and
commerce in order to illuminate the cultural history of the Holy Roman Empire in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. In showing how an overriding concern with religious salvation was transformed into a
concentration on material increase and economic policies, Smith depicts the rise of modern science and early
capitalism. In pursuing this narrative, she focuses on that ideal prey of the cultural historian, an intellectual
of the second rank whose career and ideas typify those of a generation. Smith follows the career of Johann
Joachim Becher (1635-1682) from university to court, his projects from New World colonies to an old-world
Pansophic Panopticon, and his ideas from alchemy to economics. Teasing out the many meanings of
alchemy for Becher and his contemporaries, she argues that it provided Becher with not only a direct key to
power over nature but also a language by which he could convince his princely patrons that their power too
must rest on liquid wealth.

Agrarian society regarded merchants with suspicion as the nonproductive exploiters of others’ labor;
however, territorial princes turned to commerce for revenue as the cost of maintaining the state increased.
Placing Becher’s career in its social and intellectual context, Smith shows how he attempted to help his
patrons assimilate commercial values into noble court culture and to understand the production of surplus
capital as natural and legitimate. With emphasis on the practices of natural philosophy and extensive use of
archival materials, Smith brings alive the moment of cultural transformation in which science and the
modern state emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

This The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire usually are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Business of Alchemy:
Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire can be among the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in
the Holy Roman Empire forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jeremy Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Business of Alchemy: Science and
Culture in the Holy Roman Empire can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Tony Hill:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve
your knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get
depend on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this
kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy
Roman Empire will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Candice Foushee:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Business of
Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's view.
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