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Kansas-born Pauline Benton (1898-1974) was encouraged by her father, one of America's earliest feminist
mal e educators, to reach for the stars. Instead, she reached for shadows. In 1920s Beijing, she discovered
shadow theatre (piyingxi), a performance art where translucent painted puppets are manipulated by highly
trained masters to cast coloured shadows against an illuminated screen. Finding that this thousand-year-old
forerunner of motion pictures was declining in China, Benton believed she could save the tradition by taking
it to America.

Mastering the male-dominated art form in China, Benton enchanted audiences eager for the exotic in
Depression-era America. Her touring company, Red Gate Shadow Theatre, was lauded by theatre and art
critics and even performed at Franklin Roosevelt's White House. Grant Hayter-Menzies traces Benton's
performance history and her efforts to preserve shadow theatre as a global cultural treasure by drawing on
her unpublished writings, the recollections of her colleagues, the testimonies of shadow masters who
survived China's Cultural Revolution, aswell as young innovators who have carried on Benton's pioneering
work.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Johnson:

Here thing why that Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but thereisno e-
book that similar with Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton in e-book can be your alternate.

Paige Robinson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which improve
your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of
Pauline Benton is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

David Dozier:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the book untitled Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton can be great book to read.
May beit isusualy best activity to you.

Larry Cain:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will seethat now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Shadow Woman: The Extraordinary Career of Pauline Benton this reserve consist alot of the
information with the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual



writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate al of you.
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