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Madness is something that frightens and fascinates us all. It is a word with which we are universally familiar,
and a condition that haunts the human imagination. Through the centuries, in poetry and in prose, in drama
and in the visual arts, its depredations are on display for all to see. A whole industry has grown up, devoted
to its management and suppression. Madness profoundly disturbs our common sense assumptions; threatens
the social order, both symbolically
and practically; creates almost unbearable disruptions in the texture of daily living; and turns our experience
and our expectations upside down. Lunacy, insanity, psychosis, mental illness - whatever term we prefer, its
referents are disturbances of reason, the passions, and human action that
frighten, create chaos, and yet sometimes amuse; that mark a gulf between the common sense reality most of
us embrace, and the discordant version some humans appear to experience.

Social responses to madness, our interpretations of what madness is, and our notions of what is to be done
about it have varied remarkably over the centuries. In this Very Short Introduction, Andrew Scull provides a
provocative and entertaining examination of the social, cultural, medical, and artistic responses to mental
disturbance across more than two millennia, concluding with some observations on the contemporary
accounts of mental illness.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as the
daily resource information.

Scott Lowe:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Whitney Ortez:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Madness: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Frankie Lampkins:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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