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It all begins on Christmas morning, 1978. Dan Kennedy is ten years old and wants a black Gibson Les Paul
guitar, the kind Peter Frampton plays. It will be his passport to the coolest (only) band in the
neighborhood—Jokerz. He doesn’t get it. Instead, his parents present him with what they think he wants
most, a real-estate loan calculator (called the Loan Arranger) and a maroon velour pullover shirt with a tan
stripe across the chest. It is the first of what will become a lifetime of various-sized failures,
misunderstandings, comical humiliations, and just plain silly choices that have dogged this “hipster Proust of
youthful loserdom,” as author Jerry Stahl has so eloquently called Mr. Kennedy.

Dan’s hilarious and painfully awkward youth soon develops into a . . . uh . . . hilarious and painfully
awkward adulthood. His first two choices for university are Yale (Lit or Drama) and Harvard (Business), so
he reviews his high school transcripts and decides on Butte Community College in Oroville, California,
where he studies for about four and a half weeks. We could go on here and describe in detail all of Dan’s
good-natured stabs at ambition, but he, himself, sums it all up quite nicely: “If you’ve ever tried and failed
miserably at being a rock star (no guitar/talent), a professional bass fisherman, an extra in the movie
Sleepless in Seattle (guy drinking martini in bar while Tom Hanks makes a phone call), a Madison Avenue
advertising executive, a clerk/towel person at a suburban health club (named Kangaroo Kourts), an espresso
street-cart owner and operator (in the one neighborhood of that coffee-swilling town, Seattle, where,
remarkably, no one really seems to drink coffee), a dot.com millionaire, an MTV VJ, or a forest fire fighter,
this book is for you.”

Along the way, a few lessons are learned and we are treated to one of the most original, riotously funny,
unsentimental, and offbeat memoirs in recent history. Dan’s a favorite in McSweeney’s and at the very
popular Moth readings in New York City. We should be happy that he failed so miserably at so many
things—and took notes!

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Typically the book Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation
will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Loser
Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Elliott Salazar:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation.

Natalie Althoff:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Loser Goes First: My Thirty-
Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Loser Goes First: My Thirty-
Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation become your own personal starter.

Paul Evans:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of
Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb
Luck and Minor Humiliation to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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