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Equal opportunity in the workplace is thought to be the direct legacy of the civil rights and feminist
movements and the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964. Yet, as Frank Dobbin demonstrates, corporate
personnel experts--not Congress or the courts--were the ones who determined what equal opportunity meant
in practice, designing changes in how employers hire, promote, and fire workers, and ultimately defining
what discrimination is, and is not, in the American imagination.

Dobbin shows how Congress and the courts merely endorsed programs devised by corporate personnel. He
traces how the first measures were adopted by military contractors worried that the Kennedy administration
would cancel their contracts if they didn't take "affirmative action" to end discrimination. These measures
built on existing personnel programs, many designed to prevent bias against unionists. Dobbin follows the
changes in the law as personnel experts invented one wave after another of equal opportunity programs. He
examines how corporate personnel formalized hiring and promotion practices in the 1970s to eradicate bias
by managers; how in the 1980s they answered Ronald Reagan's threat to end affirmative action by recasting
their efforts as diversity-management programs; and how the growing presence of women in the newly
named human resources profession has contributed to a focus on sexual harassment and work/life issues.

Inventing Equal Opportunity reveals how the personnel profession devised--and ultimately transformed--our
understanding of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Inventing Equal Opportunity book because
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Robert Hyde:

The particular book Inventing Equal Opportunity has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Janna Lefevre:

The book untitled Inventing Equal Opportunity contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Dennis Utley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Inventing
Equal Opportunity.
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