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A host of catastrophes, natural and otherwise, as well as some pleasant surprises—like the sudden end of the
cold war without a shot being fired—have caught governments and societies unprepared many times in
recent decades. September 11 is only the most obvious recent example among many unforeseen events that
have changed, even redefined our lives. We have every reason to expect more such events in future. Several
kinds of unanticipated scenarios—particularly those of low probability and high impact—have the potential
to escalate into systemic crises. Even positive surprises can be major policy challenges. Anticipating and
managing low-probability events is a critically important challenge to contemporary policymakers, who
increasingly recognize that they lack the analytical tools to do so. Developing such tools is the focus of this
insightful and perceptive volume, edited by renowned author Francis Fukuyama and sponsored by The
American Interest magazine. Bl indside is organized into four main sections. "Thinking about Strategic
Surprise" addresses the psychological and institutional obstacles that prevent leaders from planning for low-
probability tragedies and allocating the necessary resources to deal with them. The following two sections
pinpoint the failures—institutional as well as personal—that allowed key historical events to take leaders by
surprise, and examine the philosophies and methodologies of forecasting. In "Pollyana vs. Cassandra," for
example, James Kurth and Gregg Easterbrook debate the future state of the world going forward. Mitchell
Waldrop explores why technology forecasting is so poor and why that is likely to remain the case. In the
book's final section, "What Could Be," internationally renowned authorities discuss low probability, high-
impact contingencies in their area of expertise. For example, Scott Barrett looks at emerging infectious
diseases, while Gal Luft and Anne Korin discuss energy security. How can we avoid being blindsided by
unforeseen events? There is no easy or obvious answer. But it is essential that we understand the obstacles
that prevent us first from seeing the future clearly and then from acting appropriately on our insights. This
readable and fascinating book is an important step in that direction.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

This Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics tend to be reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Blindside: How to Anticipate
Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and
Wild Cards in Global Politics forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Robert Frye:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events
and Wild Cards in Global Politics e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mindy Marcotte:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and
Wild Cards in Global Politics can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics.

Melody Grissom:

You can find this Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your



reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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